
 

Attachment C 

Inspection Report 

299 Forbes Street and 63-69 Burton Street, 

Darlinghurst 

 



 

 

Figure 1: 299 Forbes Street and 63-69 Burton Street, Darlinghurst, viewed from the south-east 

  

Figure 2: Location map of 299 Forbes Street and 63-69 Burton Street, Darlinghurst NSW  



 

Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Lutfor Rahman  

Date:  20 October 2025 

Premises: 299 Forbes Street and 63-69 Burton Street, Darlinghurst 

Executive Summary 

1. The City of Sydney (the City) received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire 
and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 24 September 
2025 with respect to matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a 7 storey mixed use building comprising commercial 
tenancies located at ground level fronting Burton Street, and residential units situated 
above.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 16 October 2025, accompanied by the building 
manager. This inspection identified fire safety provisions requiring maintenance, which 
can be addressed under the City's instruction. 

Chronology 

Date Event 

24 September 2025 FRNSW correspondence received. 

16 October 2025 The City inspected the premises identifying deficiencies in fire 
safety.  

20 October 2025 The City issued a corrective action letter requiring identified 
deficiencies be rectified by 19 December 2025. Follow up 
inspections will be undertaken to ensure works are completed in 
accordance with the City’s instruction.  

 

  



 

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 15 July 

2025. 

Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 

Ref. Issue City response 

 Provisions for Fire Safety  

 Fire Hydrant System 

1A. The inlet connections at the hydrant 
booster assembly was observed to be 
offset approximately 45° from the forward 
facing position, therefore exceeding the 
maximum 22.5°, which may not deliver the 
required flow of water for the usage 
required. 

 

During the City’s inspection on 16 
October 2025, the booster assembly 
was observed with offset exceeding 
22.5°.  

To address this, a corrective action 
letter was issued on 20 October 
2025 requiring the inlet connection 
to be realigned by 19 December 
2025. 

A follow up inspection will be 
undertaken to ensure works are 
completed in accordance with the 
City’s instruction.  

1B. The right-hand side door to the hydrant 
booster enclosure and the adjoining door 
to the sprinkler booster enclosure were 
unable to be opened simultaneously.  

During the City’s inspection on 16 
October 2025, the booster assembly 
enclosure door was unable to be 
open simultaneously.  

To address this, a corrective action 
letter was issued on 20 October 
2025 requiring the door to be 
adjusted or reconfigured to allow 
unobstructed access to the booster 
assembly by 19 December 2025. 

A follow up inspection will be 
undertaken to ensure works are 
completed in accordance with the 
City’s instruction. 

2. The door leading to the pump room was 
not fitted with a lock compatible with 
FRNSW access key, therefore access was 
unavailable at the time of the inspection. 

During the City’s inspection on 16 
October 2025, it was observed that 
the pump room door did not have a 
FRNSW locking hardware.  



 

Ref. Issue City response 

 To address this, a corrective action 
letter was issued on 20 October 
2025 requiring the door hardware to 
be replaced with compliant FRNSW 
accessible hardware by 19 
December 2025. 

A follow up inspection will be 
undertaken to ensure works are 
completed in accordance with the 
City’s instruction. 

 Regulatory Requirements- Fire Safety  

3A. Multiple exit and directional exit signs 
throughout basement and lower ground 
floor carpark levels were not illuminated 
and had not maintained. 

During the City’s inspection on 16 
October 2025, it was observed that 
the exit sign had been rectified and 
was illuminated and maintained, 
addressing this issue.  

3B The Emergency Escape Lighting and Exit 
Sign on our floor (2nd floor in the Forbes 
Building in the Dominion), has been 
detached from the ceiling a few weeks 
ago. 

During the City’s inspection on 16 
October 2025, it was observed that 
exit signage had been rectified, 
addressing this issue.  

4A. The sliding fire door on basement 2 (to 
separate Buildings 4 and 5) was found to 
be de-engaged from the magnetic hold 
open device and the sliding fire door had 
only closed approximately 1m and had not 
returned to the fully closed position, 
indicating the sliding fire door had not 
been maintained. 

The City’s inspection on 16 October 
2025 found the sliding fire door de-
engaged from the magnetic hold 
open device.  

To address this, a corrective action 
letter was issued on 20 October 
2025 requiring evidence that the 
sliding fire door has been repaired 
and is being maintained by 19 
December 2025.  

A follow up inspection will be carried 
out to ensure works are undertaken 
in accordance with the City’s 
instruction.  

4B. The sliding fire doors on basement 1 and 
lower ground 2 (to separate Buildings 4 & 
5) had not been maintained. 

The City’s inspection on 16 October 
2025 found the sliding fire door de-
engaged from the magnetic hold 
open device.  

To address this, a corrective action 
letter was issued on 20 October 



 

Ref. Issue City response 

2025 requiring evidence that the 
sliding fire door has been repaired 
and is being maintained by 19 
December 2025.  

A follow up inspection will be carried 
out to ensure works are undertaken 
in accordance with the City’s 
instruction.  

 

6. FRNSW have recommended that the City inspect the subject premises and 
appropriately address noted (and other) deficiencies identified within their report.. 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer a corrective 
action letter was issued on 20 October 2025 to the building owners to address the fire 
safety deficiencies identified by the City and FRNSW.  

8. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


